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Long Live March 8 !!!
International Day of Solidarity

AIDWA

(All India Democratic Women'’s Association)




 International Women's Day (IWD)

IWD' is ‘celebrated/obsérved’ on .
March 8 every year across the globe.
It is "a “day to - declare ‘our
‘ 'determmatlon to continue to struggle'- _
for our rights. This year marks 100 |{

years of Intemattonal Women s Day - |

‘ H:story

Intematlonal Women s Day is the_
story of ordmary women as makers. -
of histery; it is rooted in the centuries-
old struggle of womeén to participate.
in society on an equal footing with
men. The origin of the women’sright ~ :

'movement is very closely linked with the working class movement -
" the universal suffragette movement and the Workmg class movement
‘which ar¢ mterlmked ‘gave b1rth to the v women s movement

The idea of having an mternatlonal women’s day was first put forward
_at the turn of the 20th century amid rapid world industrialization and
economic expansion that led to protests over working conditions. One
. hundred years ago, on August 27 1910, the revolutionary leader Clara
Zetkin along with her comrades Alexandra Kollantai and others, moved
a resolution at the International Socialist Women’s Conference in
Copenhagen to observe an “International Women’s Day.” '

The Historic. 'Hesotijtion -

The resolutlon read “Iny agreement with the cIass consmous p011t1ca1
and trade umon orgamzatlons of the proletanat of thelr respectlve



countries, the Socialist women of all countries will hold each year a
“Women'’s Day, whose foremost purpose it must be to aid the attainment
of women’s suffrage. This demand must be held in conjunction with the
entire women’s question according to socialist precepts. The Women’s
Day must have an international character and is to be prepared carefully.”
The slogan accepted was ‘The vote for women will unite our strength
in the struggle for Socialism.’” At that time no specific date for the
observance was decided. '

The First Observance
The hundred women delegates from 17 countries representmg trade
unions, socialist parties, working women’s clubs and including the first
three women elected to the Finnish Parliament, unanimously adopted
the resolution. The following year, in 1911, asa result of the Copenhagen
initiative a million men and women marched in Germany, Austria,
Denmark, Switzerland and some other European countries. The first
celebration of International Women® s Day in 1911 in the words of the
revolutmnary Alexandra Kollontai about its observance in Germany,
“one seething trembling sea of women. .Men stayed home with
their children for a change and their wwes, the captive housewives,
: 'went to meetings. -

Thg: date chosen was March 19 to commemorate the 1 848'revo_lﬁtion
when there was an armed uprising against the Prussian king. In Russia,

women observed the day on the last Sunday of February accordmg to
the Russian calendar, which according to the English calendar was _

March 8, -

In America, it was against the iniolerable working conditions and 12
hour workday that women textile workers of New York City organized
themselves to fight, as early as in 1857. They were attacked by the
police. Within two years the first women’s labour union was formed.

Socialist women had already observed a National Wonien’s Day in

1908, the first of its kind when large demonstrations took place calling
for the vote and for economic rights of women. Women workers in
garment factories were staging militant strikes facing police repression
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and their cause was taken up as part
of Women’s day celebrations.

On 28 February 1909, at the initiative
of Socialist party of the US, socialist
women organized demonstrations all
over the country, demanding political
rights for working women along with
the slogan of better working
conditions. Later in the year, 2the
women shirtwaist workers of the
International Ladies Garment
" workers union organized the first
strike, ‘the uprising of the twenty
thousand’, which lasted 13 weeks.

Thousands of women all over the world supported the strike. The strike

~was against the miserable working conditions, of course, but also for

the recognition of their union’ Rallies, demonstration and programmes
highlighting the issues of women were held all over-the world during
that period:

The imperialist preparations for war added a new dimension to an
international day cutting across national boundaries. Women across
counfries called for peace against war. It was in 1913 that International

. Women'’s day was transferred to March 8.

But the following year the world war broke out. In 1915 and 1916
although efforts were made to observe the day, the warmongers in all
countries hounded those who dared to call for peace and public
demonstrations’ were banned. According to Kollantai, the only

. demonstration for March 8 that could be held in that period was in

Norway when some women delegates could assemble and courageously
adopt a resolution for peace

Women’s Day, 1917

¢

Then came the great year of 1917. The storm against the hated. Tsarist
rule started from the workers” quarters in Petrograd when women

“workers started mobilizing for March 8. Women workers, wives of =
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soldiers, working class housewwes victims of hunger and the trials of
war poured out on to the streets of Petrograd. They denounced the
war, they demanded an end to their humiliation they called for peace
and bread: Gathenng strength and passion they swept through the streets
joined by workers arid soldiers. It was these women demonstrations on
March 8 that triggered the historic peoples upsurge heralding the

. _begmmng of the tumultuous and revolutionary events which led to the

“establishment of the first Socialist State in the world. The women of
Petrograd and elsewhere in Tsarist Russia through their actions
substantiated the comments made by Karl Marx in a 12 December
1868 letter to Ludwig Kudelmann “Everyongrwho knows anything of
history also knows that great social revolutlons are impossible without
the femmme ferment :

Subsequent Developments

In 1922, the first Workers’ State declared a holiday on March 8 to niark '

Women’s Day. That was also the year when it was first celebrated in
China. The observance of the day gained momentum. In India the first
time it was observed was in 1931 on the occasion of the Lahore

Conference of Asian Women for Equality. A resolution demanding.

women’s equality and linking women’s equality to the freedom of nations
was adopted. '

Whereas left wing women’s organizations along with women in Socialist
countries continued the tradition of observing women’s day, from the
sixties onwards as the “feminist wave” hit the United States and much
of Burope, the observance of the day became more widespread and
finally led the United Nations to adopt a resolution in 1975 officially
declaring March 8 as International Women’s day. Today countries across
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the world observe March 8. While this is welcome, it also provides the
ground for a dilution of the socialist origins of March 8, of its history as
the symbol of struggles of women particularly working women in.
challenging exploitative capitalist structures. It is important to recall the
socialist origins of March 8 and to prevent its cooption into a market
driven celebration of frivolous femininity. ~

Two Aspects

There are two aspects to the history of March 8. The first and most
important is the early understanding of the importance of organizing
women workers in particular and women belonging to the working
classes in general against capitalist exploitation and to fight for the
Socialist alternative. The recognition of the key role that proletarian
women must play in the development of women’s movements for
emancipation was based on the militant actions of working class women
across Europe, in Russia and in the United States. Drawn into industry

" in the worst possible condmons women and chlldren s labour was used

to make super profits.

A second equally significant development was: that under the leadershlp
of liberal bourgeois women’s organizations and groups a militant women’s
movement for the political vote for women was sweeping Britain and
the United States and some European countries. Known as the
suffragette movement, educated women from the elite classes took to
the streets in militant actions for the vote. What should be the Socialist
women’s approach to the movement? Ahundred years later the answer
seems obvious. But at that time, Socialist women led by Clara Zetkin
had to wage a strong battle within the ranks of the Socialists to have a
resolution adopted to support women’s right to vote on equal terms as
men.

These two aspects of the ‘March 8 observance, namely the
economic and the polltlcal intertwined to form a solid platform
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for action which influenced large masses of women whicﬁ went '

beyond the times in which the call was given. The 100 women
assembled in Copenhagen could hardly have imagined that their call for
an international women'’s day would resonate through the world even
100 years later. The relevance of the nature of the imtiative remains as
sl gmﬁcant as it was then. :

Contemporary Significance

‘One hundred years ago the women demanded an 8-hour working day,
equal wages and universal suffrage. A century later there is a concerted
effort to strip the IWD of its class and political content. It is sought to
be commercialised to sell products ranging from kitchen utensils to

ornaments and beauty products. There is also the propaganda that the - .

class struggle is ‘non-inclusive” of the problems of women and other

marginalised sections, therefofe it needs to be separated from the class
content -

-

The struggle against capitalism and in particular its relentless drive for
super profits in the neo-liberal framework is more urgent than ever.
The drive for militarisation, the violence of war and aggression of the
imperialist powers recall the need for the kind of heroic mobilizations of
women across national boundaries against the First World War.
Unfortunately and deeply regrettably, the de- ideolo gisation of
contemporary women’s movements led by feminist groups in different
countries have played into capitalist driven cultures which demgrate
organized resistance and women’s collective action as outdated and
unnecessary. An carlier initiative taken by some Canadian women’s
groups who had organized a platform called-the World Mareh of Women
focussed against imperialism and the impact of globalisation on the lives
of women, weakened with the focus shifting to issues connected with
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female sexuality mainly on the rights of homosexual and lesbian groups:
The right of a woman over her own body and expression of her sexual
preferences has become the key issue, interpreted in a narrow way for
a substantial section of women activists including in India. They do not
see these issues as part of a wider social problem. Conversely, they
present all other problems as appendages to the issues concerning
women’s sexuality, which to them is the main social contradiction through
which all others are affected. They refuse to see the class forces, which
subordinate women in new ways. Under imperialist globalisation we
are seeing new forms of women’s subordination and sexual oppression
and exploitation. The exponential increase in trafficking, in the sale of

- children for sex, in the increasing number of women being forced into

prostitution due to war, d1splacement and poverty. This requlres a
concerted and united movement against aggression, against the

- international powerful drug and mafia lobbies which operate with political

patronage. In India the most medieval forms of honour killings flourish
within a continuing caste system. Certainly idian women’s movements
will have to confront the caste system in any strategy for women’s
emancipation. In other words if we have to fight against the most blatant
and brutal forms of control over a woman’s body as shown in the

 reactionary fatwas of caste panchayats against women (and men) who

dare to challenge caste boundaries in questions of personal relations,
we have to take into account the socio-economic conditions, such as
the caste system. Unfortunately those who see themselves as champions
of women’s autonomy are unable to see these crucial links and in their
hostility to organized leftwing women’s mobilizations prove themselves
to be on the side of the establishment. -

Condition of Women-

Statistics of the UN and other agencies show that 70% of the 1.2 billion
people living in poverty the world over, are female. According to the
UN, women do more than 67% of the hours of work done in the world,
earn only 10% of the world’s income and own only 1% of the world’s
property. The value of unremunerated work was estimated at about
$16 billion, from which $11 billion represents the invisible contribution of
women. Women are paid 30-40% less than men for comparable work,
on an average,



In the world of work in India, female share of non-agricultural wage -
employment is only 17%. Participation of women in the workforce is”

only 13.9% in the urban sector and 29.9% in the rural sector. Women’s
wage rates are, on an average only 75 % of men’s wage rates and
constitute only 25% of the family income. Although 60-80% of the food
in most developing countries is produced by women, in no Indian State
do women and men earn equal wages in agriculture '

The umversa] women’s suffrage achieved by the strugglcs of our
ancestors, gave women the right to vote, but an equal share in the
decision making process and the bodies remains unfulfilled. Even now
in some countries women do not have the right to vote and contest
elections. There are other rights - to work, to study, to have equal
marriage rights, the right to-own and inherit property, right to drive, to
have an abortion, so on which are yet to be to achieved legally, in many
parts of the world. The whole question  of housework is addressed
nowhere in the world except for socialist countries.

After 60 years of the India’s Republic, women oct:upy only 9% of

parliamentary seats, and less than 4% seats in High Courts and Supreme -

Court, in our country. This shows that universal voting rights are only a
primary step towards women’s equality. It is necessary to have a share
in decision making — for this we need other means such as reservation
in elected bodies. The 73rd Constitutional amendment, which gave 33%
reservation in posts in all elected Panchayati Raj institutions to women
has proven to be a powerful instrument for empowerment of women in
a socially backward country like India. It has resulted in over one million
women participating in decision making at the local level.

Experience shows that although there was very strong opposition by
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feudal society to the very concept of women having political power,
particularly dalit and downtrodden women, the experiment was very
successful.-In many states, particularly in left ruled states, the number
of elected women is now more than 33%, with women winning in general,

_unreserved seats. This has-been further advanced by the demand for '

50% reservatjon in local bodies, which has already been implemented.
by some state govemments and is belng processed by the Cent:ral
govemment

The demand of 33% women’s reservatlon in Parliament and state

assemblies is faced with much stronger opposition. Except for the left

part1es no other pohtlcal party is supportmg this demand firmly.

The neo—hberal economlc pohcles 1rnplemented inIndia have undermined
all thé existing Iabour laws. The first and foremost demand achieved by
the world workmg class movement, for an 8-hour working day, is under
severe attack in our.country, in the name of ‘labour market flexibility’. -
Earlier, it was a problem of implementation of the existing laws. Now'
the government has declared a policy shift, through the Second National

" Commission on Labour and other policy recommending forums. The

Economic Survey, before the last budget, clearly suggested the increase
in Workmg hou:rs upto 12. ThlS has to be fought tooth and nail.

Many of the i issues that dommated the early years-of the Internatlonal
Women’s Day miovement - the fight for universal suffrage for_women,
the fight against war, the fight for social security and care for mother
and child, the fight against price rises are still part of the movement
today. From the demand for suffrage we have moved forward to the
demand for representation. For the rest, we need to remember that
they remain with us because the system that keeps them alive has still
to be brought down. It is for this struggle that the great banner of Women’s
Day.continues to call for solidarity, assertion of rights, and that driving
force: of militant struggle. For we cannot forget the latent power of

- March'8 etched forever in history on that most famous March 8 of

1917, when women in Petrograd went on strike demanding Bread and

s . Peace, a strike that heralded a 'rchIution and an end to the oppressive .
! Tsarist rule in Russia. It is with the memory and striving of that great
~ force that we continue to carry the message of March 8 each year. Not

s ritual, not as-mere formalistic-obsetvance, not as slaves to empty~
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thetoric; but as a day to press forward for women’s rights.

" On this March 8

® We reiterate the commitment of the 'Internﬁtiohili‘Woziilen’s-

Day movement to peace and against war. From India we send
- our message of international solidarity to women fighting against
imperialist aggressions and wars. If the first years of the
International Women’s Day raised the banner of peace against world

war imposed by rivalry within imperialist powers, we today raise

~ the banner of peace against the concert of war by imperialist powers
and its renewed attempt at neo-colonial domination.

- As women of India, a country that leads the world in hunger, we
demand a universal right to be free of hunger and food deprivation.
We demand food security as part of a basic right to life. We
demand employment and the right to livelihood. We demand the
‘right to a life free of violence within and outside the home.

In all corners of the country, women are today concerned, frightened
and angry at the tremendous increase in prices of food. Almost two
decades of neo-liberal policies - of deliberate wrecking of the public
distribution system, of withholding of food stocks while millions
remained hungry, of imposing flawed and arbitrary divisions into

* BPL and APL thus. depriving millions of the poor from access to
- cheap foodgrain, of cutbacks in state investment in agriculture, of
tardy and inadequate price protections to farmer producers and of
pushing them into export crops dependent on the vagaries of
international markets — have all resulted in increasing levels of hunger
and an erosion of the self sufficiency in food production that was
one of the primary objectives of decolonisation. Experience has

shown that cutbacks in subsidies to Indian farmers have only resulted

- in the government paying higher prices to multi-national agribusiness
companies for imports required to meet the needs of the country,
- and.rising prices for common people. This year we have been

" . promised the enactment of a Natip‘nal Food Security Act, although
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in the Union budget,: food subsidy has béen reduced by over Rs.

* 400 crore, and the fertiliser subsidy cut by Rs. 3000 crore. The bill

that has been proposed by the Government seeks to confine the
entitlement to families with BPL cards, and to 25 kg of rice or

wheat a month at Rs. 3 a kg. Today a family with an Antyodaya

card is entitled to 35 kg of wheat at Rs. 2 a kg, paying Rs. 70 a
month. If the Food Security Act is implemented in its present form,

this sum will rise to Rs.75 and the family will get 10 kg less of
‘SUbSIdISCd foodgrain. We demand that the benefits of a -

mandated food security framework be made universal and
not confined to those who have a BPL card.

Ata tlme when controllmg the rise in prices of food has become the
most urgent need of the day, we demand withdrawal of the
proposed increases in the price of petrol and diesel.

"In a context of growing food insecurity, more and more women are

in search of empioyment If in the 1990s rural women were hardest

. hit by growing unemployment leading to a drastic fall in their work

participation rates, in the first decade of the 21st century, increasing .
unemployment rates can be seen among both rural and urban
women. Where open unemployment rates increased in the first
half decade of this cenfury from 1.5 per cent to 3.1 in rural areas,

. among urban women it increased from 7.1 to 9.1 per cent. It needs

to be remembered that in our country, these open unemployment

" rates hide the much larger proportions of workers who might be

able to find employment for just a few days in the year or are |

forced to accept incomes below subsistence, especially among the

96 per cent of women workers who are unorganised workers. Nor

does it include the army of unpaid workers who are counted as . -
"employed. While NREGA has offered some relief to rural Women'. :

in search of work, insufficient financial allocations, delayed-
payments, unrealistic task targets and financial irregularities have
been subverting rural women workers’ entitlements. The problem -
of urban women’s unemployment has remained unaddressed and
we demand employment gnarantee for women in both rural -
and urban areas at minimum wages. S ‘

¢ - Addressing issues of food security and work and livelihood are
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critical hecessities for providing a safe environment for women to
access their rights and entitlements. Even as the movement has
pushed for better laws for women, the implementation of existing
laws such as against Dowry and the more recent Domestic Violence
Act, as well as PCPNDT Act to check sex selective abortions
leave a Jot of scope for improvement. As of now, existing provisions
as per these laws are not being implemented and those guilty of
violations continue to go scot free. More recent incidents of violence
have pointed to the critical need to bring in new legislation as well
as amendments to address issues of sexual assault and sexual
harassment. While recent pronouncements by government have
aceepted the need for speedy trials and fast track courts the urgent
 issue of definitions of assault continue to be évaded even as
‘government took speedy measures to propose amendments which
have effectively diluted provisions with regard to crimes against
women over the last one year. - ' -

o In addition to violence at home, we note that the biggest threat to
women’ S pamcrpatmn in the democratic process comes ﬁorn the
forces perpetuating terror, and inflicting violence on women in
'multlple Ways This has to be countered. Moreover, growing attacks
on women in conflict situations, including by state agencies continue
to be a matter of concern. ‘Be it'in Kashmir or the North East, the
Armed Forces have shown scant respect for the civil rights of the
people of these states, least of all the womern. Women continue to
be made the target of attack in caste and religion based violence as
also in situations of ethnic and poht1cal conflict, as well as state

. violence. ' -

e liis imperativ.e that women are not made victims of false notions of
‘honour’ and that those responsible for implementing and upholding

* thie law not be allowed to walk away free even as they collude in its
violation in their respective areas of jurisdiction. Further, self-

proclaimed proponents of the moral brigade inflict their views and

retrogressive notions on all and sundry enjoying immunity from the
law even as the social climate gets vitiated by their acts of violence
as per fundamentalist prescripts. .

® We demand that existing provisions with regard to violence
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~ and crimes- against-women beIlmplementeda_:.-Tlre-:;d_eﬁni'tidn
of crlmes be expand {: S
that exist in the law and that state agericies 'be m de ‘more

accountable for violations that occur.. . .

e On this the 100th anniversary of March 8, we, in the women’s
movement fighting for equal rights and gender justice resolve to
. continue the fight against imperialism, and terrorist violence. We
resolve to strengthen the struggle for food secunty, rlght to work
and women’s rights to a life without violence. We call on all peace.
loving forces to unite against war, and for ajust, humane and equal.
society.

Conclusron

'Internatlonal Women S, day isa sy:mbol of the struggle for women s :

emanc1pat10n agamst the shackles of cap1tal1sm and the patrlarchaL
cultures it strengthens. We know that in India at the stage of democratic
demands and struggles we need to mobilise the widest sections: of
women on a platform for equality. At the same timé we also know that’
such mobilisations can be successfull only if they have as their core the’
voices and demands of the oppressed and exploited working women,,
the dalits, tribals, the crores of women in the rural and urban tinorganised:
sector who make up the mass of the Indian women and who have the
highest stakes in changmg the. present system of mequalmes On this.
March 8, celebrating 100 years of its observance this is what we must_
pledge to take that struggle forward -
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More women choosmg to work, but
gender equality remains a long way off

| —A New Report by the Internatlonal Labour Office (ILO)

‘Despite signs of progress in gender equality ovelr' the past 15 years;
there is still a significant gap between women and men in terms of job

opportunities and quality of employment, according to a new report by _

the International Labour Office (ILO).

T’he report, entitled Women in fabour markets: Measurmg Qrogress and
identifying challenges, says that more than a decade after the 4th World

Conference on Women in Beijing adopted an ambitious global platform

for action on gender eqiiality and women’s empowerment, gender bi-
ases remain deeply embedded in society and the Iabour market.

The ILO report shows that the rate of female labour force participation
has increased from 50.2 to 51.7 per cerit between 1980 and 2008, while
the male rate decreased slightly from 82.0 to 77.7 per cent. As a result,
the gender gap in labour force participation rates has narrowed from 32
to 26 percentage points. .

The increases in female participation were seen in all but two regions,

Central and South-Eastem Europe (non-EU), and the CIS countries

and East Asia, with the largest gain seen in Latin America and the

Caribbean. In almost all regions, though, the rate of increase has slowed

in recent years. It was in the 1980s and early “90s that gains in numbers
_of economically active women were strongest :

At the same time, the share of womeh in wage and salaned work has
grown from 42.8 per cent in 1999 to 47.3 per cent in 2009, and the |

share of vulnerable employment decreased from 55.9 per cent to 51.2
per cent.

“While there have been areas of improvement since the Beijing confer-
ence and more women are choosing to work, they still don’t enjoy the
same gains as men in the labour markets”, said Sara Elder of the ILO’s
Employment Trends unit and main author of the report. “We still find
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many more women than men taking up low-pay and precanous work
either because this is the only type of job made available to them or
because they need to find something that allows them to balance work
and family responsibilities. Men donot face these same constraints.”

The report shows that there are three basic areas of lmgenng gender
imbalances in the world of work

@ First, nearly half (48.4 per cent) of the female p0pulat10n above the

age of 15 remain economically inactive, compared to 22.3 per cent for
men. In some regions, there are still less than 4 economically active
women per 10 aetlve men.. :

® Second, women who do want to work have a harder time than men
in finding work. .

e And third, when women do find work, they receive less pay and
beneﬁts than the male workers in similar positions.

“Labour markets and pol_ir:ies must be much more attuned to a broader

- paradigm of gender equality, one that adapts and builds on the unique

values and constraints of both women and men,” Ms. Elder said. “Faster

and broader progress towards equality in occupations and employment .

opportunities is required and possible”.

The ILO report says the 1n1t1a1 impact of the global economic crisis was

- felt in sectors dominated by men, such as finance, manufacturing and

construction, but the impact has since expanded to other sectors — in-

cluding services — ‘where women tend to predonunate

The ILO estimates that the global female unemployment rate mcreased
from 6.0 per cent in 2007 to7.0 per-cerit in 2009, slightly more than the
male rate which rose from 5.5 to 6.3 per cent. But in four of the nine
regions, it was the male unemployment rate that rose more than the
female. In 2009, female unemployment rates were higher than male
rates in seven of nine regions, and in the Middle East and North Africa
the difference was as high as 7 percentage points.

The report also says that while women and men workers may now be

almost equally affected by the crisis in terms of job losses, the real
gender impact of the crisis may be yet to come.
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ILOw‘Dire‘ctor'-Géneral'Juan-SOmavia, in'a statement issued for

Tntemational: Women’s Day; said, ‘-‘Gepder. ineqL'laIit.y in the woﬂjt:é'
work has Jong been with us — but it is likely th?.t. it will be exacer hated
by-the crisis. In'times of €conomic upheaval,- women often expc.:; ence
the negative consequences more ;:g;?lfily and a_r‘t:___ﬁ-lowgr to efljﬁ‘y._ e
benefits of recovery. And ‘already before the crisis, éthe_ major Zyand
working women were in the informal economy w;th lowg eamgg ane
less social protection.” - ' L

Mr Soﬁn‘aﬁa citeci a rilumbér of policy measures..that could help rgbale_mce

the Burden placed on women and address the impact of glo!aalzzaneon .
i ity j to both men and women ,

such as sustainable and quality jobs open to bot _ 7

‘broader social protection including unemployment benefits -ar;)d 1nsqrarlii

schemes that recognize women’'s vulne;able Qomtlon in the 1a_ our mar

. and social dialogue with the active inclusion of women in decision-

making processes.
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‘March 8th 2010
Resolution

Bth March 2010 mérks a century after that first call for an -Infemational

- Women’s Day. On this March 8th we remember the International

Conference of Socialist Women held at Copenhagen in 1910 where
Clara Zetkin, great pioneer of the socialist women’s movement proposed
that women throughout the world should observe a particular day each
year to press for their demands. We remember those 100 women from
17 countries, representing unions, socialist parties, working women’s
clubs, who supported Zetkin’s resolution that read “the Socialist women
of all countries will hold each year a Women's Day, whose foremost
purpose it must be.1o.aid the: atiainment of women's suffrage. This
demand must be handled in conjunction with the entire women’s
question according to Socialist precepts. The Women s Day must
have an international character” We remember the words of the
revolutionary Alexandra Kollontai about its first observance in Germany,
“one seething trembling sea of women. . Men stayed home with
their children for a change and their wives, the captive housewives,
went fo meetings. '

On this March 8th, we remember that many of the issues that dominated
the early years of the International Women’s Day movement, - the fight
for universal suffrage for women, the fight against war, the fight for
social security and care for mother and child, the fight against price
rises are still part of the mgvement today. From the demand for suffrage
we have moved forward to the demand for representation. For the rest,
we need to remember that they remain with us because the system that
keeps them alive has still to be brought down. It is for this stru ggle that
the great banner of Women’s Day céntinues to call for solidarity, assertion
of rights, and that driving force of militant struggle. For we cannot forget
the latent power of March 8th etched forever in history on that most
famous March 8th of 1917, when women in Petrograd went on strike
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derﬁanding Bread and Peace, a strike that heralded a revc;llution and
. - . S ~ . . ory
t« iV t rule in Russia. It is with the mem
n end to the oppressive Tsaris 188 y
:nd striving of that great force that we contmuc; to C?Frt}'l mggtl;ﬁi
: itual. not as mere formalistic o ance,
of March 8th each year. Notas rt , mere . >
not as slaves to empty rhetoric, but as a day to press forward for women
rights. :
i ' ional
On this March 8th, we reiterate the commm_nent of the Inteﬁg’gz):v !
Women’s Day movement to peace and -ggalnst war. Frorr_l 2 e
send our message of international solidarity to women fighting a%ional
imperialist aggressions and wars. If the first years of the Inter‘na‘ onal
Women'’s Day raised the banner of peace agam;.t w}?rti warrlz?; osed
i ithin 1 ialist powers, we today raise the banne
by rivalry within imperialistp 8, ¥ e ey
i by imperialist powers an .
against the concert of war : wedatemn!
i inati this March 8th, as women s
t neo-colonial domination.On fIndia, we
zemand a universal right to be free-of hun_ger 'a_nd f00§ depi.';'atéz; Xd
demand food security as part of a basic right to life. \ ;:lt femand
employment and the right to livelihood. We demand the rig
free of violence within and outside the home.

In all corners of the country, women are today. fri ghtgned and an?s; sz
the tremendous increase in prices of food. Almgi,jc t\;o t?jc;;;i:z ;Jystem
i olici i inig of the public dis ,
\iberal policies - of deliberate wrecking o ut str
olf arbigary divisions into BPL and APL depzvn_lg nzllthojr;i ::ttr}rllz E:?;
i in, of cutbacks in state
from access to cheap foodgrain, of stment
g i tections to farmer producers —.
agriculture, of tardy price prot¢ 0 : e e
in il ' f hungér and an €rosio
resulted in increasing levels o : an of the s !
1 i bsidies to Indian tarme

fficiency in food production. Rec_lucm.g subsid n far
;1:15 'resultgd in the government paying higher prices o milzltlTr;Ezox;::
companies for imports, and rising prices for commc;rg pegpszéurity)j; o

‘ 5 t of a National Foo Act,

have been promiséd the enactment ol &

:;:hough irr the Union budget, food subsidy has be3e{;10r(;:duced %5; :;;r]
iliser i t by Rs. crore.

. 400 crore, and the fertiliser subsidy cu :
Esat has been proposed by the Government confines the cntltlen;enl to
BPL cardholders, and to 25 kg of rice or \éfhee;tsakmm;tg ljt;al::t R: 2gi;

' is entitled to 35 kg o .

day an Antyodaya card holder 1s en _ oy _

E; ;Zying R?.l 70 a month. If the Food Security Act is implemented in

, _ ;
its present form, they will have to pay more and get 10 kg less of
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subsidised foodgrain, On this March Sth, we demand that the allotment
of 35 kg should not be cut to 25 kg in'the Food Security Act. We demand
that the entitlement of Antyodaya families 16 receive wheat at Rs.2a
kg be. continued. We demand that the benefits of a mandated food

" security framework be made universal-and tiot ¢dnfined to those who
have a BPL card. At a time when controlling the rise in prices of food
has become the most urgent need of the day, we demand withdrawal of
the proposed increases in the price of petrol and diesel.”

In the 1990s rural women were hardest hit by growing unemployment
leading to a drastic fall in their work participation rates. In the first
decade of the 21st century, open unemployment rates doubled in rural
areas, but increased the most among urban women. Even those officially
counted as employed might be émployed for Justa few days in the year,
those forced to accept incomes below subsistence, especially the 96
per cent who aré unorganized workers as well as unpaid family workers.
While NREGA has offered somie relief to fural women in search of
work, insufficient financial allocations, delayed payments, unrealistic
task targets and financial irregularities have been subverting rural women
_workers’ entitlements. The problem of urban women’s unemployment
has remained unaddressed and we demand employment guarantee for
¢ women in both rural and urban areas at minimum wages.

The need for a safe environment for women is critical to accessing
rights and entitléments. Existing laws such as against Dowry, the
Domestic Violence Act, as well as PCPNDT Act to check sex selec-
tive abortions need improvement even as those guilty of violations
continue to go scot free. There is a need to address issues of sexual
assault and sexual harassment through new legislation as well. Although
speedy trials and fast track courts have beern promised, problems in
definitions of assault continue to be evaded even as government
effectively diluted provisions with regard to crimes against women over
the last one year. In addition to violence at home, we women’s partici-
pation in the democratic process is threatened by the forces perpetuat-

ing terror. Attacks on women in conflict situations, including by state

agencies continue to be a matter of concern. Be it in Kashmir or the
North East, the Armed Forces have shown scant respect for the civil
rights of the people of these states, least of all the women. Women
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continue to be made the target of aitack in caste and religion based
violence, in situations of ethnic and political conflict, as well as state -

violence. Women are miade victims of false notions of ‘honour’. Further,
self-proclaimed proponents of the moral brigade inflict their views and
retrogressive notions on all and sundry enjoying immunity from the law
even as the social climate gets vitiated by their acts of onlence as per
fundamentalist prescnpts : :

‘We demand that existing provisions with regard to violence and crimes
against women be implemented. The definition of crimes be expanded
to effectively address the lacunae that exist in the law and that state
agencies be made more accountable for violations that occur.

On this the 100th anniversary of March 8th, we, the national women’s
QrganiZatioﬁs and groups fighting for equal rights and gender justice
resolve to continue the fight against imperialism, and terrorist violence.
We resolve to strengthen the struggle for food security, right to work,
and women’s rights to a life without viplence. We call on all peace
loving forces to unite against war, and for a just, humane and equal
society.

All India Dalit Mahila Adhikar Manch, All India Democratic
Women's Association, All India Women's Congress, Centre
for Women's Development Studies, Domestic Worker's
Forum, Guild of Service, Joint Women's Programme,
JAGORI, Muslim Women's Forum, National Federation of
Indian Women, NACDOR, Swastic Mahila Samiti, Young
Women's Christian Association, Nirmala Niketan,
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Highest Unemployment-inf History

: Unemployment is expected toincrease worldw:de wrth the exceptron of

China - ILO report

According to this year ’s annual Global Employment Trends report,

 following the global economic crisis, world unemployment has reached a record

high in 2009. The number of jobless worldwide reached nearly 212 million in

- 2009 following an unprecedented increase of 34 million, compa:ed to 2007 on

the eve of the global crisis.

Based on IMF economic forecasts the ILO estimates that global
unemployment is likely to remain high through 2010. In the Developed Economies
and European Union unemployment is projected to increase by an additionai 3
million people in 2010. With the measures taken by the Chinese government
and its impact over the ne1ghborhood, the unemployment rate in that region
will decline, the [LO report says. In Lann America too, unemployment may
decline.

The ILO also stated the number of unemployed yoath worldwide increased
by 10.2 million in 2009 compared to 2007, the largest hxke since 1991, the earliest
year for which global estimates are available. :

According to the ILO, the share of workers in vulnerable employment
worldwide is estimated to reach over 1.5 billion, equivalent to over half (50.6
per cent) of the world’s labour force. The number of women and men in
vulnerable employment is estimated to have increased in 2009 by as much as.
110 million, compared to 2008.

The report also says that 633 million workers and their families were living

onless than USD 1.25 per day in 2008, with as many as 215 million additional

workers living on the margin and at risk of falling into poverty in 2009.
The report finds that preliminary estimates of growth in labour.
productivity, measured as output per worker, indicate that productivity levels

" fell in all regions except East Asia, South Asia and North Africa. The largest

decline in output per worker occurred in Central and South-Eastern Europe
(non- EU) and CIS, - 4.7 per cent, thus reversing part of the gains that were
made in the first half of the decade.

" Asa result of declining output per worker, working conditions are

 deteriorating, especially in regions where labour productivity was already low

preceding the economic crisis, such as in Sub-Saharan Africa. .
The unemployment rate in the Developed Economies and Européan Union

jumped to 8.4 per cent in 2009, up from 6.0 per centin 2008 and 5.7 per cent in

2007. The number of unemployed in the region is estimated to have surged by
more than 13.7 million between 2007 and 2009, with an increase of nearly 12
million unemployed in 2009 alone, Employment in the industrial sectors has
suffered more than employment in agriculture or services.
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_ Cases Registered(CR), Cases. ChargESheeted:(CS)
Under Domestic Violence Act during 2005-2007

S Bpare R
" 1 | ANDHRA PRADESH! . - D — -
2. | ARUNACHAL PRADESH 0 o : L : L
3| assam. - g PY T § SSS— b
& S 1 1214 s | - 9!
5 | CHHATTISGARH 1330 1186 | 142 ‘ ! ey
: 0 0 0 g
? gﬁjARAT— 0 [ 150 87 883 m:; i
. 17 0]
B | HARYANA 9 0 1D g L 0l
ESH 0 0 - | . 2] :
1§ Tmﬁzl;(ig:zm Central Act andi15pTOVlSlDI}Saret‘iolapphcab?c !
11 | JHARKHANDE —
12 | KARNATAKA® - - —
13 | KERALA 0 0 2 | =
14 | MADHYA FRADESH# — - - e
15 | MAHARASHTRA - 1 0 — 2 : -
16 | MANIPUR g 0 -
17 | MEGHALAYA# . - - - - 0
18 | MIZORAM oy s
0 0
15 | NAGALAND 0 -0 0 }__ _

1 _20 | oRISSA¥ - L . . "
21 | PUNJAB ] 0 1; : 2 u
23 | RAJASTHAN il 0 2 L 2 :
23 | SIKKIM 1 2 : : A
24 | TAMIL NADY t 0 ; 2 e .
25 | TRIPURA ¢ .0 : : 2 -
26 | UTTAR PRADESH o 13 1 L : -a
27 | UTTARAKHAND 3 3 r: ; 0 2
28 | WEST BENGAL (] _~

TOTAL STATE 15 1204 1624 m: z‘r:au ;
20 & AAN ISLANDS 5 3 1 . 2 :
30 | CHANBIGARH - - 15 56 12 8 L

[ 0 0 0
41 | DAN HAVELL 0 ¢ : 4 ; —
32 | DAMAN & DIU 2| z : ' . -
33 | DELHIUT# —
34 | LAKSHADWEERH - - - -
35 | PUDUCHERRY 0 [ = 2
TOTAL UT 82 61 112. = -
ALL INDIA TOTAL o7 |- 1262 1738 L)

# medns dats in respect of these StalestUTs is not avaliable
Nota: tnformatioh on disposal of pelice and courls inchedes the i
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nformation on panding cases fmm_pmim yests aso.

Percentage of hoUsehdlds having drinking water
o and sanitation facility '

Rusal i Urban - Rural 1 Urban
State . Drinking water facility - Sanitation facility
"inadequate | adequate inadequate deq) inadequate | adcquate ] inadequate | adequate
Jammu 13,5 392 2.7 81.6 423 2.7 1.7 ¢ 635
&K ashmir .
Himachal 142 - 294 16 |7 =m0 583 149 104 513
Pradesh ’ i -
Punjab .29 81l . 03 90.1 36.7 37.9 HANEE 55.9
Clandigarh — 65.7 1.3 2i6 35.9 203 192 475
Uttaranchal 93 - 43.4 0.0 900 57.9 254 - 249 5.8
Haryana 10.0 39.5 33 79.8 553 186 19.7 59.2
Delhi 10.6 323 6.3 73.0 - B3 509 19.1 43.3
Rajasthan 1.7 219 5.3 66.9 79.2 7.3 273 4.7
Uttar Pradesh 1.5 434 0.9 78.0 836 44 25.5 47.8
Bihar 20 51.2 29 733 863 33 363 o312
Sikkim 6.4 176 0.3 . §5.8 17.2 357 32 532
Arunachal 69 | 339 0.7 85.6 586 142 103 451
Napaland 198 109 25.5 3346 4.7 768 0.1 7.2
Manipur Y 109 17.0 ‘288 . | 25) 8.1 112 24
Mizoram 21.2 5.0 7.0 515 6.2 587 21 - 779
Tripura 26.1 189 5.1 58.4 15.5 21 23.2 208
Meghalaya 8.9 16.4 54 53.5 420 303 [~ 239 385
Assam 4.7 38.6 240 83.7 AN 32.3 346 T8
West Bengal - 100 24.1 6.0 45.9 3.5 115 211 . 41y
Jharkhand 10.6 20.1 139 519 85.5 24 313 35.1
| Orissa 15.7 144 54 533 N5 32 374 35.2
Chhattisgarh 5.5 1E.5 9.5 430 8.7 34 406 ;. 36.1
Madhyz 12.3 129 10.6 448 84.1 40 N6 467
Pradesh
Gujaral 112 41.9 1.7 | 833 68.2 173 1.6 702
Daman & Diu 3.9 6.2 0.6 78.1 354 30.5 0.7 543
Dadea & 157 159 -- 81.2 6L6 22 203 67.3
N.Haveli . . .
Maharashtra 15.9 218 5.5 67.0 749 3.6 43.7 40.5
Andhra 6.9 2.9 54 514 712 114 197 476
Pradesh — ~ ;
Kamataka 134 183 4.8 50.6 42.8 169 C179 50.8
Goa - 767 9.5 429 38.8 37.1 49.8 330
Lakshadweep -~ 88.6 - 807 4.6 34.1 10.2 §4.8
Kerala 3 57.6 4.5 712 12.4 63.6 5.5 74.7
Tamil Nadu 11.8 12.2 8.6 . 46,9 noe 8.9 2.7 456
Pondicherry 13.1 36.4 3.6 68.0 796 144 23.3 © 524
A& N, Islands 0.5 311 - 2.4 623 21.3 260 332
India - 87 | 318 51 €3.6 708 | 121 259 479

Note: Computéd from uait leve] data as indicated in the text. *-‘indicates that sample size is not encugh to provide the estimate.
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CASES REGISTEREDICR), CASES CHARGES

HEETED{CS), CAuES

CONVICTED(CV), PERSONS ARRESTED[P

-

b PERSONS CHARGESHHETED(PCS) & PERSOC.
_ CONVICTED({PCV] UNDER DOWRY DEATHS DURING 2005-2007 .

1 ANOHRA PRADESH
2 ARUNACHAL PRADESH
3 ASSAM

4'BIHAR
5.CHHATTISGARM,

’4'TAMIL NADU

16 TRIPURA

B.UTTAR F'RADESH .

7 U‘ITARAKHAND
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TOTAL STATE.
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TOTAL ALL INDIA
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Right to Food
| Again_st Price Rise

Right to Work
Against Jobless Growth

Right to a Violence Free Life
Within and Outside the Home |

Right to Peace and Well Being
Say No to War

Long Live March 8!!!
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