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men. The ongin of the women's right 
movement is very closely llnked with the working class movement - 
the universal suffragette movement and the worlang class movement, 
which are interlinked, gave birth to the women's movement. 

The idea of having an international women's day was first put forward 
at the turn of the 20th century amid rapid world industrialization and 
economic expansion that led to protests over working conditions. One 
hundred years ago, on August 27 1910, the revolutionary leader Clara 
Zetkin along with her comrades Alexandra Kollantai and others, moved 
a resolution at the International Socialist Women's Conference in 

e an ''International Women's Day." 

The resolut~on read "In agreement w~th  the class consctous, polltical 
and trade union oreanizations of the oroletariat of their resoectlve 



countries, the Socialist women of all countries will hold each year a 
Women's Day, whose foremost purpose it must be to aid the attainment 
of women's suffrage. This demand must be held in conjunction with the 
entire women's question according to socialist precepts. The Women's 
Day must have an international character and is to be carefully." 
The slogan accepted was 'The vote for women will unite our strength 
in the struggle for Socialism.' At that time no specific date for the 
observance was decided. 

The vote for women will unite our strength in the struggle 
for Socialism ... 

The First Observance 

The hundred women delegates from 17 countries representing trade 
unions, socialist partics, working women's clubs and including the first 
three women elected to the Finnish Parliament, unanimously adopted 
the resolution. The following year, in 19 1 1, as a result of the Copenhagen 
initiative a million men and women marched in Germany, Austria, 
Denma* Switzerland and some o'ther European countries. The first 
celebration of International Women's Day in 191 1 in the words of the 
revolutionary Alexandra Kollontai about its observance in Germany, 
"one seething trembling sea of women. .Men stayed home with 
their children for a change and the6 wives, the captive housewives, 
went to meetings. 

The date chosen was March 19 to commemorate the 1848 revolution 
when there was an armed upnsing against the Prussian lang. In Russia, 
women observed the day on the last Sunday of February according to 
the Russian calendar, which according to the English calendar was 
March 8. 

In America, it was against the intolerable working conditions and 12 
hour workday that women textile workers of New York City organized 
themselves to fight, as early as in 1857. They were attacked by the 
police. Within two years the first women's labour union was formed. 
Socialist women had already observed a National Women's Day in 
1908, the first of its kind when large demonstrations tookplace calling 
for the vote and for economic rights of women. Women workers in 
garment factories were staging militant strikes facing police repression . 
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thousand', which lasted 13 weeks. 

and their cause was taken up as part 
of Women's day celebrations. 

On 28 February 1909, at the initiative 
of Socialist party ofthe US, socialist 
women organized demonstrations all 
over the country, demanding political 
rights for working women along with 
the slogan of better working 
conditions. Later in the year, 2the 
women shirtwaist workers of the 
International Ladies Garment 
workers union organized the first 
strike, 'the uprising of the twenty 

Thousands of women d l  over the world supported the strike. The strike 
was against the miserable working conditions, of course, but also for 
the recognition of their i i on<~a l l i e s ,  demonstration and programmes 
highlighting the issues of women were held all over-the world during 
that period. 

The imperialist prep'arations for war added a new dimension to an 
international day cutting across national boundaries. Women across 
countries called for peace against war. It was in 1913 that International 
Women's day was transferred to March 8. 

But the following year the world war broke out. In 1915 and 1916 
although efforts were made to observe the day, the warmongers in all 
countries hounded those who dared to call for peace and public 
demonstration; were banned. According to Kollantai, the only 
demonstration for March 8 that could be held in that period was in 
Norway when some women delegates could assemble and courageously 
adopt a resolution for peace. 

Women's Day, 1917 

Then came the great year of 1917. The storm against the hated Tsarist 
rule started from the workers' quarters in Petrograd when women 
workers started mobilizing for March 8. Women workers, wives of ' 



soldiers, working class housewives, victims of hunger and the trials of 
war poured out on to the streets of Petrograd. They denounced the 
war, they demandkd & end to their humiliation they called for peace 
and bread.  ath her in^ strength and they swept throigh the streets 
joined by workers arid soldiers. It was these women demonstrations on 
March 8 that triggered the historic peoples upsurge heralding the 
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be&nning of the tumultuous and revolutionary events which led to the 
establishment of the first Socialist State in the world. The women of 
Petrograd and elsewhere in Tsarist Russia through their actions 
substantiated the comments made by Karl M a x  in a 12 December 
1868 letter to Ludwig Kudelmann "Eve ryon~ho  knows anything of 
history also knows that great social revolutions are impossible without 
the feminine ferment;" 
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Subsequent Developments 

In 1922, the first Workers' State declared a holiday on March 8 to mark 
Women's Day. That was also the year when it was first celebrated in 
China. The observance of the day gained momentum. In India the first 
ttme it was observed %a$ in 1931 on the occas~on of the Lahore 
Conference of Asian Women for Equality. A resolution demanding 
women's equality and linking women's equality to the fieedom ofnations 
was adopted. 

Whereas left wing women's organizations along with women in Socialist 
counhies continued the tradition of observing women's day, from the 
sixties onwards as the "feminist wave" hit the United States and much 
of Europe, the observanceof the day became more widespread and 
finally led the United Nations to adppt a resolution in 1975 officially 
declaring March 8 as International Women's day. Today countries across 

the world observe March 8. While this is welcome, it also provides the 
ground for a dilution ofthe socialist origins of March 8, of its history as 
the symbol of struggles of komen particularly working women in. 
challenging exploitative capitalist structures. It is important to recall the 
sqcialist origins of March 8 and to prevent its cooption into a market 
driven celebration of frivolous femininity. 

I Two Aspects 

There are two aspects to the history of March 8. The first and most 
important is the early understanding of the importance of organizing 
women workers in particular and women belonging to the working 
classes in general against capitalist exploitation and to fight for the 
Socialist alternative. The recognition of the key role that proletarian 
women must play in the development of women's movements for 
emancipation was based on the mi l i e t  actions of working class women 
across Europe, in Russia and in the United States. Drawn into industry 
in the worst possible conditions, women and children's labour was used 
to make super profits. 

A second equally significant development was: that under the leadership 
of liberal bourgeois women's organizations and groups a militant women's 
movement for the political vote for women was sweeping Britain and 
the United States and some European countries. Known as the 
suffragette movement, educated women from the elite classes took to 
the streets in militant actions for the vote. What should be the Socialist 
women's approach to the movement? Ahundred years later the answer 
seems obvious. But at that time, Socialist women led by Clara Zetkin 
had to wage a strong battle within the ranks ofthe Socialists to have a 
resolution adopted to support women's right to vote on equal terns as 
men. 

These two aspects of the March 8 observance, namely the 
economic and the political intertwined to form a solid platform 



for action which influenced large masses of women which went 
beyond the times in which the call was given. The 100 women 
assembled in Copenhagen could hardly have imagined that their call for 
an intemationa! women's day would resonate through the world even 
100 years later. The relevance of the nature of the initiative remains as 
significant as it was then: 

Contemporary Significance 

One hundred years ago the women demanded an 8-hour working day, 
equal wages and universal suffrage. A century later there is a concerted 
effort to ship the IWD of its class and political content. It is sought to 
be commercialised to sell products ranging from kitchen utensils to 
ornaments and beauty products. There is also the propaganda that the 
class struggle is 'non-inclusive' of the problems of women and other 
marginalised sections,theref&e it needs to be separated from the class 
content. 

The struggle against capitalism and in partic"lar its relentless drive for 
super profits in the neo-liberal framework is more urgent than ever. 
The drive for militarisation, the violence of war and aggression of the 
imperialist powers recall the need for the kind ofheroic mobilizations of 
women across national boundaries against the First World War. 
Unfortunately and deeply regrettably, the de-ideologisation of 
contemporary women's movements led by feminist groups in different 
countries have played into capitalist driven cultures which denigrate 
organized resistance and women's collective action as outdated and 
unnecessary. An earlier initiative taken by some Canadian women's 
groups who had organized a platfofm called the World March of Women 
focussed against imperialism and the impact of globalisation on the lives 
of women, weakened with the focus shifting to issues connected with 

femalk sexuality mainly on the rights of homosexual and lesbian groups. 
The right of a woman over her own body and expression of her sexual 
preferences has become the key issue, interpreted in a narrow way for 
a substantial section of women activists including in India. They do not 
see these ibsues aspart of a wider social problem. Conversely, they 
present all other problems as appendages to the issues concerning 
women's sexuality, which to themis the main social contradiction through 
which all others are affected. They refuse to see the class forces, which 
subordinate women in new ways. Under imperialist globalisation we 
are seeing new forms of women's subordination and sexual oppression 
and exploitation. The exponential increase in trafficking, in the sale of 
children for sex, in the increasing number of women being forced into 
prostitution due to war, 'displacement, and poverty. This requires a 
concerted and united movement against aggression, against the 
international powerful dmg and mafia lobbies which operate with political 
patronage. In India the most medieval forms of honour killings flourish 
within a continuing caste system. Certainly Indian women's movements 
will have to confront the caste system in any strategy for women's 
emancipation. In other words ifwe have to fight against the most blatant 
and brutal forms of control over a woman's body as shown in the 
reactionary fatwas of caste panchayats against women (and men) who 
dare to challenge caste boundaries in questions of personal relations, 
we have to take into account the socio-economic conditions, such as 
the caste system. Unfortunately those who see themselves as champions 
of women's autonomy are unable to see these crucial links and in their 
hostility to organized leftwing women's mobilizations prove themselves 
to be on the side of the establishment. 

Condition of Women' 

Statistics of the UN and other agencies show that 70% of the 1.2 billion 
people living in poverty the world over, are female. According to the 
UN, women do more than 67% of the hours of work done in the world, 
earn only 10% of the world's income and own only 1% of the world's 
property. The value of unremunerated work was estimated at about 
$16 billion, from which $1 1 billion represents the invisible contribution of 
women. Women are paid 30-40% less than men for comparable work, 
on an average. 



In the world of work in India, female share of non-agricultural wage 
employment is only 17%. Participation of women in the workforce is 
only 13.9% in the urban sector and 29.9% in the mral sector. Women's 
wage rates are, on an average only 75 % of men's wage rates and 
constitute only 25% of the family income. Although 60-8096 of the food 
in most developing countries is produced by women, inno Indian State 
do women and men earn equal wages in agriculture. 

The universal women's suffrage achieved by the struggles of our 
ancestors, gave women the right to vote, but an equal share in the 
decision making process and the bodies remains unfulfilled. Even now 
in some countries women do not have the right to vote and contest 
elections. There are other rights - to work, to study, to have equal 
marriage rights, the right toown and inherit property, right to drive, to 
have an abortion, so on which are yet to be to achieved legally, in many 
parts of the world. The whole question of housework is addressed 
nowhere in the world except for socialist countries. 

After 60 years of the India's Republic, women occupy only 9% of 
parliamentary seats, and less than 4% seats in High Courts and Supreme 
court, in our country. This shows that universal voting rights are only a 
primary step towards women's equality. It is necessary to have a share 
in decision making - for this we need other means such as reservation 
in elected bodies. The 73rd Constitutional amendment, whioh gave 33% 
reservation in posts in all elected Panchayati Raj institutions to women 
has proven to be a powerful instrument for empowerment of women in 
a socially backward country like India. It has resulted in over one million 
women participating in decision making at the local level. 
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Experience shows that although there was very strong opposition by 

feudal society to the very concept of women having political power, 
particularly dalit and downtrodden women, the experiment was very 
successful. In many states, particularly in left ruled states, the number 
of elected women is now more than 33%, with women winn~ng in general, 
unreserved seats. This has,been further advanced by the demand for 
50% reservation in local bodies, which has already been implemented 
by some state governments and is being processed by the Central 
government. 

The demand of 33% women's reservation in Parliament and state 
assemblies is faced with much stronger opposition. Except for the left 
parties, no other political party is supporting this demand fmly.  

The neo-liberal economic policies implementedin India have undermined 
all the existing labour laws. The first and foremost demand achieved by 
the world workmg class movement, for an 8-hour working day, is under 
severe attack in our country, in the name of 'labour market flexibility'. 
Earlier, it was a problem of implementation of the existing laws. Now 
the government has declared a policy sh~ft, through the Second National 
Commission on Labour and other policy recommending forums. The 
Economc Survey, before the last budget, clearly suggested the increase 
in worlung hours upto 12. This has to be fought tooth and nail. 

Many of the issues that dominated the early years of the International 
Women's Day movement -the fight for universal suffrage for women, 
the fight against war, the fight for social security and care for mother 
and child, the fight against price rises are still part of the movement 
today. From the demand for suffrage we have moved forward to the 
demand for representation. For the rest, we need to remember that 
they remain with us because the system that keeps them alive has still 
to be brought down. It is for this struggle that the great banner of Women's 
Day continues to call for solidarity, assertion of rights, and that driving 
force of militant struggle. For we cannot forget the latent power of 
March'8 etched forever in history on that most famous March 8 of 
1917, when women in Petrograd went on strike demanding Bread and 
Peace, a strike that heralded a revolution and an end to the oppressive 

,' Tsarist rule in Russia. It is with the memory and striving of that great 
force that we continue-to carry the message of March 8 eat-hyeg. Not ,:~z:;" ..,. .,<<,. 
as ritual, not as mere formalistic observance, not as slaves to empty . 



rhetoric, but as a day to press forward for women's rights. 

From the demand for suffrage we have moved forward 
to the demand for representation. 

On this March 8 

We reiterate the commitment of the International Women's 
Day movement to peace and against war. From India we send 
our message of international solidarity to women fighting against 
imperialist aggressions and wars. If the first years of the 
International Women's Day raised the banner ofpeace against world 
war imposed by rivalry within imperialist powers, we today raise 
the banner ofpeace against the concert of war by imperialist powers 
and its renewed attempt at neo-colonial domination. 

As women of India, a country that leads the world in hunger, we 
demand a universal right to be free of hunger and food deprivation. 
We demand food security as part of a basic right to life. We 
demand employment and the right to.livelihood. We demand the 
right to a life free of violence within and outside the home. 

In all comers of the country, women are today concerned, frightened 
and angry at the tremendous increase in prices of food. Almost two 
decades ofneo-liberal policies - of deliberate wrecldng of the public 
distribution system, of withholding of food stocks while millions 
remained hungry, of imposing flawed and arbitrary divisions into 
BPL and APL thus depriving millions of the poor from access to 
cheap foodgrain, of cutbacks in state investment in agriculture, of 
tardy and inadequate price protections to f m e r  producers and of 
pushing them into export crops dependent on the vagaries of 
international markets-have all resulted in increasing levels ofhunger 
and an erosion of the self sufficiency in food production that was 
one of the primary objectives of decolonisation. Experience has 
shown that cutbacks in subsidies to Indian farmers have only resulted 
in the government paying higher prices to multi-national agribusiness 
companies for imports required to meet the needs of the country, 
and rising prices for common people. This year we have been 
promlsed the enactment of a National Food Security Act, although 
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in the Union budget, food subsidy has been reduced by over Rs. 
400 crore, and the fertiliser subsidy cut by Rs 3000 crore. The bill 
that has been proposed by the Government seeks to confine the 
entitlement to families with BPL cards, and to 25 kg of rice or 
wheat a month at Rs. 3 a kg. Today a family with an Antyodaya 
card is entitled to 35 kg of wheat at Rs. 2 a kg, paying Rs. 70 a 
month. If the Food Security Act is implemented in its present form, 
this sum will rise to Rs.75 and the family will get 10 kg less of 
subsidised foodgrain. We demand that the benefits of a 
mandated food security framework be made universal and 
not confined to those who have a BPL card. 

At a time when controlling the rise in prices of food has become the 
most urgent need of the day, we demand withdrawal of the 
proposed increases in the price of petrol and diesel. 

a In a context of growing food insecurity, more and more women are 
in search of employment. If in the 1990s rural women were hardest 
hit by growing unemployment leading to a drastic fall in their work 
participation rates, in the first decade of the 21st century, increasing 
unemployment rates can be seen among both rural and urban 
women. Where open unemployment rates increased in the first 
half decade of this century from 1.5 per cent to 3.1 in rural areas, 
among urban women it increased from 7.1 to 9.1 per cent. It needs 
to be remembered that in our country, these open unemployment 
rates hide the much larger proportions of workers who might be 
able to find employment for just a few days in the year or are 
forced to accept incomes below subsistence, especially among the 
96 per cent of women workers who are unorganised workers. . . ' 

does it include the army of unpaid workers who are counted'as . ' .  
employed. While NREGA has offered some relief to rural women: 
in search of work, insufficient financial allocations, delayed. 
payments, unrealistic task targets and financial irregularities have 
beensubverting rural women workers' entitlements. The problem 
of urban women's unemployment has remained unaddressed and 
we demand employment guarantee for women in both rural 
and urban areas at  minimum wages. 

e Addressing issues of food secunty and work and livelihood are 



critical necessities for providing a safe environment for women to 
' access their rights and entitlements. Even as the movement has 

pushed for better laws for women, the implementation of existing 
laws such as against Dowry and the more recent Domestic Violence 
Act, as well as PCPNDT Act to check sex selective abortions 
leave a lot of scope for improvement. As ofnow, existing provisions 
as per these laws are not being implemented and those guilty of 
violations continue to go scot free. More recent incidents of violence 
have pointed to the'critical need to bring in new.legislation as well 
as amendments to address issues of sexual assault and sexual 
harassment. While recent pronouncements' by government have 
accepted the need for speedy trials and fast track courts the urgent 
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issue of definitions of assault continue to be kvaded even as 
government took speedy measures to propose amendments which 

' r 
have effectively diluted provisions with regard to crimes against 
women over the last one year. 

In addition to violence at home, we note that the biggest threat to 
women's participation in the democratic process comes from the 
forces perpetuating terror, and inflicting violence on women in 
multiple ways. This has to be countered. Moreover, growing attacks 
on womin in conflict situations, including by state agencies continue 
to be a matter of concem. Be itin Kashmir or the North East, the 
Armed Forces have shown s c h t  respect for the civil rights of the 
people of these states, least of all the women. Women continue to 
be made the target of attack in caste and religion based violence as 
also in situations of ethnic and political conflict, as well as state 
violence. 

It is imperative that women are not made victims of false notions of 
'honour' and that those responsible for implementing and upholding 
the law not be allowed to walkaway free even as they collude in its 
Golation in their respective areas of jurisdiction. Further, self- \ 
proclaimed pfoponents of the moral brigade inflict their views and 
retrogressive notions on all and sundry enjoying immunity from the 
law even as the social climate gets vitiated by their acts ofviolence 
as per fundamentalist prescripts. 

We demand that existing provisions with regard to violence 
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and crimes against.yomen beimplemented.,.The . ~. -definition 
of ciimks be expai,dkd. ::...,.,;. to,,effkctively address the laeqnae 

. :  ..,. ' : ..,. . 
that exist in the law aifd that state: agencles be rh'ide .&ore 
accountable for violationdhat occur. . , .  . . , . .. . 

On this the 100th anniversaty of March 8, we, in the women's 
movement fighting for equal rights and gender justice resolve to 
continue the fight against imperialism,and terrorist violence. We 
resolve to strengthen the struggle for food security, right to G r k ,  
and women's rights to a life without violence. We call on all peace 
loving forces to unite against war, and for ajust, humaneand equal 
society. 

Conclusion 

Internahonal Women's 01 of the s 
emancipation against the shackles of capitalism and the patriarchal 
cultures it strenrrthens. We know that in India at the stage of democratic - - 
demands and struggles we need to mobilise the wldest sectlons of 
women on a platform for equality. At the same time we also know that 
such mobllisations can be successful only if they have as their core the 
voices and demands of the oppressed and exploited worlang women, 
the dalits, tnials, the crores of women in the rural and urban unorganised 
sector who make up the mass of the Indian women and who have the 
highest stakes In changing the present system of inequalities. On this 
March 8, celehratmg 100 years of its observance t h ~ s  IS what we must 
pledge to take that struggle forward. 



More women choosing to work, but 
gender equality remains a long way off 
-A New Report by the International Labour Office (ILO) 

Despite signs of progress in gender equality over the past 15 years, 
there is still a significant gap between women and men in terms of job 
opportunities and quality of employment, according to a new report by 
the International Labour Office (LO). 

The report, entitled Women in labour markets: Measuring vrogress and 
identifying challenges, says that more than a decade after the 4th World 
Conference on Women in Beijing adopted an ambitious global platform 
for action on gender equality and women's empowerment, gender bi- 
ases remain deeply embedded in society and the labour market. 

The L O  report shows that the rate of female labour force participation 
has increased from 50.2 to 5 1.7 per cent between 1980 and 2008, while 
the male rate decreased slightly from 82.0 to 77.7 per cent. As a result, 
the gender gap in labour force participation rates has narrowed from 32 
to 26 percentage points. 

The increases in female participation were seen in all but two regions, 
Central and South-Eastem Europe (non-EU), and the CIS countries 
and East Asia, with the largest gain seen in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. In almost all regions, though, the rate of increase has slowed 
in recent years. It was in the 1980s and early '90s that gains in numbers 
of economically active women were strongest. 

At the same time, the share of womeh in wage and salaried work has 
grown from 42.8 per cent in 1999 to 47.3 per cent in 2009, and the 
share of vulnerable employment decreased from 55.9 per cent to 51.2 
per cent. 

"While there have been areas of improvement since the Beijing confer- 
ence and more women are choosing to work, they still don't enjoy the 
same gains as men in the labour markets", said Sara Elder of the LO'S 
Employment Trends unit and main author of the report. "We still find 

many more women than men taking up low-pay and precarious work, 
either because this is the only type of job made available to them or 
because they need to find something that allows them to balance work 
and family responsibilities. Men do not face these same constraints." 

The report shows that there are three basic areas of lingering gender 
imbalances in the world of work. 

First, nearly half (48.4 per cent) of the female population above the 
age of 1.5 remain economically inactive, compared to 22.3 per cent for 
men. In some regions, there are still less than 4 economically active 
women ~ e r  10 active men. 

Second, women who do want to work have a harder time than men 
in finding work. 

And third, when women do find work, they receive less pay and 
benefits than the male workers in similarpositions. 

"Labour markets and policies must be much more attuned to a broader 
paradigm of gender equality, one that adapts and builds on the unique 
values and constraints ofboth women and men," Ms. Elder said. "Faster 
and broader progress towards equality in occupations and employment 
oppor!xnities is required andpossible". 

The ILO report says the initial impact of the global economic crisis was - 
felt in sectors dominated by men, such as finance, manufacturing and 
construction, but the impact has since expanded to other sectors -in- 
cluding services - where w o r n  tend to predominate. 

The L O  estimate? that the glob1 female unemployment rate increased 
from 6.0 per c&t in 2007 to 7.0 per cent in 2009, slightly more than the 
male rate which rose from 5.5 to 6.3 per cent. But in four of the nine 
regions, it was the male unemployment rate that rose more than the 
female. In 2009, female unemployment rates were higher than male 
rates in seven of nine regions, and in the Middle East and North Africa 
the difference was as high as 7 percentage points. 

The report also says that while women and men workers pay  now be 
almost equally affected by the crisis in terms of job losses, the real 
gender impact of the crisis may be yet to come. 



ILO. Director-General Juan Somavia, in a statement issued for 
International Women's Day, said, "Gender inequality in the world of 
iyork has long been with us - but it is likely that it will be exacerbated 
by the crisis..In times of economic upheaval, women often experience 
the negative consequences more rapidly and are slower to enjoy the 
b'sefits bf fechvery. And'already.bef6re the crisis, the majority of 
working women were in the informal economy with lower earnings and 
lesssocial protection." 

, . 

Mr. Somavia cited anumber ofpolicy measures that could help rebalance 
the burden placed on women and address the impact of globalization, 
such as sustainable and quality jobs open to both men and women , 
b&&r social protection including unemployment benefits and insurance 
schemes'that recognize women's wlnerablepositim in the labour market 
, and social dial inclusion of women in decision- 

making processes. 

March 8th 2010 

Resolution 

8th March 2010 marks a century after that first call for an International 
Women's Day. On t h ~ s  March 8th we remember the International 
Conference of Socialist Women held at Copenhagen in 1910 where 
Clara Zetkn, great pioneer of the socialist women's movement proposed 
that women throughout the world should observe a particular day each 
year to press for their demands. We remember those 100 women from 
17 countries, representing unions, socialist parties, worhng women's 
clubs, who supported Zetkin's resoluhon that read "the Socialist women 
of all countries will hold each year a Women's Day, whose foremost 
purpose if  must be to aid the attainment of women's suffrage. i%is 
demand must be handled in conjunction with the entire women's 
question according to Socialist precepts. The Women's Day must 
have an international character" We remember the words of the 
revolut~ma~y Alexandra Kollontai about its first observance in Gennany, 
"one seething trembling sea of women. ..Men stayed home with 
their children for a change and their wives, the captive housewives, 
went to meetings. 

On this March 8th, we remember that many ofthe issues that dominated 
the early years of the International Women's Day movement, -the fight 
for universal suffrage for women, the fight against war, the fight for 
social security and care for mother and child, the fight against price 
rises are still part of the mQvement today. From the demand for suffrage 
we have moved forward to the demand for representation. For the rest, 
we need to remember that they remain with us because the system that 
keeps them alive has still to be brought down. It is for this struggle that 
the great banner of Women's Day continues to call for solidarity, assertion 
ofrights, and that driving force of militant struggle. For we cannot forget 
the latent power of March 8th etched forever in history on that most 
famous March 8th of 1917, when women in Petrograd went on strike 



demanding Bread and Peace, a strike that heralded a revolution and 
an end to the oppressive Tsaristrule in Russia. It is with the memory 
and striving of that great force that we continue to carry the message 
of March 8th each year. Not as ritual, not as mere formalistic observance, 
not as slaves to empty rhetoric, but as a day to press forward for women's 
rights. 

On this March 8th, we reiterate the commitment of the International 
Women's Day movement to peace and against war. From India we 
send our message ~Einternational solidarity to women fighting against 
imperialist aggressions and wars. If the first years of the International 
Women's Day raised the banner of peace against world war imposed 
by rivalry within imperialist powers, we today raise the banner of peace 
against the concert of war by imperialist powers and its renewed attempt 
at neo-colonial domination.On this March 8th, as women of India, we 
demand a universal right to be free of hunger and food deprivation. We 
demand food security as part of a basic right to life. We demand 
employment and the right to livelihood. We demand the right to a life 
free of violence within and outside the home. 

In all comers of the country, women are today frightened and angry at 
the tremendous increase in prices of food. Almost two decades of neo- 
liberal policies -of deliberate wrecki'ng of the public distribution system, 
of arbitrary divisions into BPLand APL depriving millions of the poor 
from access to cheap foodgrain, of cutbacks in state investment in 
agriculture, of tardy price protections to farmer producers -have all 
resulted in increasing levels of hungei and an erosion of the self 
sufficiency in food production. Reducing subsidies to Indian farmers 
has resulted in the government paying higher prices to multi-national 
companies for imports, and rising prices for common people. This year 
we have been promis3d the enactment of a National Food Security Act, 
although in the Union budget, food subsidy has been reduced by over 
Rs. 400 crore, and the fertilisef subsidy cut by Rs. 3000 crore. The bill 
that has been proposed by the Government confines the entitlement to 
BPL cardholders, and to 25 kg of rice or wheat a month at Rs. 3 a kg. 
Today an Antyodaya card holder is entitled to 35 kg of wheat at Rs. 2 a 
kg, paying Ks. 70 a month. If the Food Security Act is implemented in 
its present form, they will have topay bore and get 10 kg less of 

subsidised foodgrain. On this f arch 8th, we demand that the allotment 
of 35 kg shouldnot be cut to 25 kg i n t g ~ o b a  Security Act. We demand 
that the entitlement ofAntyodaya families to receive wheat at Rs. 2 a 
kg be continued. We demand that the benefits ? f a  mandated food 
security framework be made universal-and $d;?c~nfined to those who 
have a BPL card. At a time when contrhling the rise in prices of food 
has become the most urgent need of the day, we demand withdrawal of 
the proposed increases in the price of petrol and diesel. 

In the 1990s rural women were hardest hit by growing unemploymint 
leading to a drastic fall in their work participation rates. In the first 
decade of the 21st century, open unemployment rates doubled in rural 
areas, but increased the most among &ban women. Even those officially 
counted as employed might he Cmployed forjust a few days in the year, 
those forced to accept incomes below subsistence, especially the 96 
per cent who are unorganized workers as well asunpaid family  worker^. 
While NREGA has offered some relief to  ~ < a l  women in search of 
work, insufficient financial allocations, delayed payments, unrealistic ' 
task targets and financial irregularities have been subvertingrural women 
workers' entitlements. The probleniof urban women's unemployment 
has remained unaddressed and we dkmand employment guarantee for 
women in both rural and urban areas at minimum wages. 

The need for a safe environment for women is critical to accessing 
rights and entitlerncnts. Existing laws such as against Dowry, the 
Domestic Violence Act, as well as PCPNDT Act to check sex selec- 
tive abortions need improvement even as those guilty of violations 
continue to go scot free. There is a need to address issues of sexual 
assault and sexual harassment through new legislation as well. Although 
speedy trials and fast track courts have been promised, problems in 
definitions of assault continue to he evaded even as  government 
effectively dilutedprovisions with regard to crimes against women over 
the last one year. In addition to violence at home, we women's partid- 
pation in the democratic process is threatened by the forces perpetuat- 
ing terror. Attacks on women in conflict situations, including by state 
agencies continue to be a matter of concern. Be it in Kashmir or the 
North East, the Armed Forces have shown scant respect for the civil 
rights of the people of these states, least of all the women. Women 



continue to be made the target of attack in caste and religion based 
violence, in situations of ethnic and political conflict, as well as state 
violence. Women are made victims of false notions of 'honour'. Further, 
self-proclaimed proponents of the moral brigade inflict their views and 
retrogressive notions on all and sundry enjoying immunity from the law 
even as the social climate gets vitiated by their acts of violence as per 
fundamentalist prescripts. 

We demand that existingprovisions with regard to violence and crimes 
against women be implemented. The definition of crimes be expanded 
to effectively address the lacunae that exist in the law andthat state 
agencies be made more accountable for violations that occur. 

On this the 100th anniversary of March Sth, we, the national women's 
organizations and groups fighting for equal rights and gender justice 
resolve to continue the fight against imperialism, and terrorist violence. 
We resolve to strengthen the struggle for food security, right to work, 
and women's rights to a life without violence. We call on all peace 
loving forces to unite against war, and for a just, humane and equal 
society. 

All India Dalit Mahila Adhikar Manch, All India Democratic 
Women's Association, All India Women's Congress, Centre 

for  Women's Development Studies, Domestic Worker's 
Forum, Guild of Service, Joint Women's Programme, 

JAGORI, Muslim women's Forum, National Federation of 
Indian Women, NACDOR, Swastic Mahila Samiti, Yowhg 

Women's Christian Association, Nirmala Niketan, 

Highest Unemployment in History 
Unemployment is expected to increase worldwide, with the exception of 

China -- /LO report 

Accordmg to this year's annual Global Employment Trends report, 
folloulng the global economic cnsis, worldunemployment has reached arecord 
high in 2009. The number ofjobless worldwde reached nearly 212 nullion in 
2009 following an unprecedented increase of 34 milhon, compared to 2007, on 
the eve of the global crisis. 

Based on IMF economic forecasts, the ILO estimates that global 
unemployment is &ely to remainhighthrough 2010. Inthe Developed Economies 
and European Unionunemployment is projected to increase by an additional 3 
million people in 2010. With the measures taken by the Chinese government 
and its impact over the neighborhood, the unemployment rate in that region 
will decline, the ILO report says. In Latin America too, unemployment may 
decline. 

The ILOalso stated the number ofunemployed youth worldwide increased 
by 10.2 millionin2009 compared to 2007, the largest hike since 1991, the earliest 
year for which global estimates are available. 

According to the ILO, the share of workers in vulnerable employment 
worldwide is estimated to reach over 1.5 billion, equivalent to over half (50.6 
per cent) of the world's labour force. The number of women and men in 
vulnerable employme?t is estimated to have increased in 2009 by asmuch as. 
110 ~ l l i o n ,  compared to 2008. 

The report also says that 633 milliob workers and their families were living 
on less thanUSD 1.25 per day in 2008, withas many as 215 million additional 
workers living on the margin and at risk of falling into poverty in 2009. 

The report finds that preliminary estimates of growth in labour. 
productivity, measured as output per worker, indicate that productivity levels 
fell in all regions except East Asia, South Asia and North Africa. The largest 
decline in output per worker occurred in Central and South-Eastem Europe 
(non- EU) and CIS, - 4.7 per cent, thus reversing part of the gains that were 
made in the fust half of the decade. 

As a result of declining output per worker, working conditions are 
deteriorating, especially in r'egions where labour productivity was already low 
preceding the economic crisis, such as in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The unemployment rate in the Developed Economes and European Uinon 
jumped to 8.4 per dent in 2009, up firom 6.0per cent in 2008 and ~ : 7 ~ e r  cent in 
2007. The number of unemployed in the region is estimated to have surged by 
more than 13.7 million between 2007 and 2009, with an increase of nearly 12 
million unemployed in 2009 alone. Employment in the industrial sectors has 
suffered more than employment in agriculture or services. 



Cases Registered(CR), Cases Chargesheeted(CS) 
Under Domestic Violence Act during 2005-2007 Percentage of households having drinking water 

and sanitation facility 





Right to Food 
Against Price Rise 

Right to Work 
Against Jobless Growth 

Right to a Violence Free Life 
Within and Outside the Home 

Right to Peace and Well Being 
Say No to War 

Long Live March 8!!! 
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